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Let’s begin with a story…



Final Placement (5/6 Split) 



Hopes and 
Goals

1. Give you ideas on how identity and 
citizenship can be tackled for the 21st

Century Learner. 

2. Share some resources with you to help 
explore identity as fluid and complex. 

3. Give some practical guiding steps to 
help encourage students’ 
wonderments to emerge.  



Setting the Framework… 
1) I would  not share my 
name with students.

2) Students were not 
allowed calling each 
other names for the next 
three days (even though 
they already knew each 
other)



Emerging Questions…

• “Can I be a Canadian citizen without a 
name?” 

• “What would happen if we were all 
named the same thing?”

• “Why do we need different names?” 

“If I didn’t have a name then there would be no 
point in being a good person because no one 
would know who I was.”



What is a 
name? 

What is 
in a 

name?



The Wonder of Names 

As discussions unfolded, it became clear that 
names embodied “… a living topography, a 
living, interrelated place full of its own diversity, 
relations, multiplicity, history, ancestry, and 
character.” (Jardine, 2002)
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The Identity Project: An 
Inquiry Into Names 

1) Starts with provoking students and 
allowing space for their 
wonderments or questions to 
emerge. 

2) Students explore “Who I am?”

3) Community building piece. “Who 
are we as a community?”
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Personal Book of 
Wonder

“It is possible for us to meet this 
world and the other subjects 
which make up this world and to 
stand face to face with them- to 
feel wonder, amazement and a 
sense of mystery.”

(Huebener) 
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Investigating of names and “Who I am?”

Students are invited to look into their 
names and who they think they are. 

Students are invited to determine if and 
how the meaning of their names 
represents “Who I am?” 

Names.org
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The Star Quilt

“The pride of every Native home is the Creator’s Eye-
the Morning Star Quilt.

It lies folded to wait as a gift. 
It covers the bed, and it wraps the dead. 

It makes sacred whatever it covers. 
It is sacramental.

It is a visible image that holds an invisible reality. 
‘It will not leave you orphans’

(Star Quilt, 2001)
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Creating a community where we all fit in.





Curricular Implications

Social studies is the study of 
people in relation to each other 
and to their world. (Alberta, POS) 

“Social studies helps students 
develop their sense of self and 
community, encouraging them to 
affirm their place as citizens in an 
inclusive, democratic society.” 
(Alberta, POS) 



Student and Teacher Take Aways…

Created a culture of acceptance, understanding 
and belonging.

Helped students understand that fluidity of 
identity.

Fostered a sense of curiosity, wonder, and awe. 
(Love of Learning) 



Questions….
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The Approach to Teaching

“Authentic teaching is 
watchfulness, a mindful 
watching overflowing from 
the good in the situation 
that the good teacher sees. 
In this sense, good teachers 
are more than they do; they 
are the teaching.” (Aoki, 
1992) 


