
 

Unit Title: Living Histories (The Stories Around Us)  

Created by: Katie Jardine  

Conceptual Lens: Experiencing History/ Stories in the Making 

Grade: 6 
Time Frame: 8-12 Weeks  

Unit Title: Living Histories 
Strand 1: Social Studies Strand 2: ELA Strand 3: Health  
-Rules 
-Social Studies  
-Inheritance  
-Society  
-Cultural Norms  
-Freedom  
-Justice 
-Equity 
-Equality 
-Relationships 
-Right 
-Charter of Rights and 
Freedoms  
-Democracy  
-Representation  
-Responsibilities  
 

-Perspectives  
-Point of View  
-Interpretation 
-Feelings 
-Curiosity (Questions) 
-Language  
-Etymology  
-Story 
-Figure 
- Voice 
-Communication  
 
 

-Relationships  
-Empathy  
-Attitude 

 

Generalization: Guiding Questions: (F) Factual; (C)  
Conceptual; (D) Debatable. 

-History is stories. The foundation or 
beginning of all history is objects, events, 
people, ideas, and places.  
 
-Everything, everyone and every place has a 
living history (story).  
 
-Social Studies is the study of the social 
realm, helping us to understand our 
relationship to the life world. 
 

-What is a story? (F) In what ways do we tell 
our stories? 
 
-What is history? (F) Why do we need history 
(C)?  
 
-What is justice? (F) What is the relationship 
between justice and freedom? (C)  
 
-What is a living history? (F) Does every 
person have a living history? Explain. (F, C)  



-The words we use impact our understanding 
of the world.  
 
-Language is complex and each word has its 
own history that changes over time. (This is 
called the Etymology.)  
 
-The attitude we have and the questions we 
ask about the stories (history) can impact our 
ability to see things from different 
perspectives.  
 
-Every person can have similarities and 
differences in their understanding of people, 
places, and events.  
 
-We inherit different cultural norms, and 
rules that exist in our stories/histories.  
 
-Freedom, justice, representation and equity 
are the four pillars of democracy in Canada 
and have been interpreted differently. People 
have understood these concepts differently 
at different times because they are subject to 
specific contexts: times, places and ideas.  
 
-The Charter of Rights and Freedoms is a 
document we have inherited that helps us 
organize and understand our world.  
 
-Freedoms protects the individual and 
collective rights of Canadian citizens. 
 

-What does the word social mean? (F) What 
does the word study mean? (F) How can we 
understand Social Studies? (C) Why is it 
important to study social studies? (D)  
 
-What is an inheritance? (F) What does it 
mean to inherit stories? (F, C) In what ways 
do people inherit different parts of history? 
(F, C) (Note: this will be linked back to the 
crayon)  
 
-What is a questions? (F) What does curiosity 
mean? (F) Who is Marco the fox? (F) What is 
your understanding of the word curiosity? (C) 
What are the different kinds of questions? (F, 
C) What effects does our attitude have on the 
way we approach questions? (C) What is the 
relationship between curiosity and learning? 
(C) 
 
-Are there different kinds of  questions? (F) 
Do questions have many answers or a set 
number? (C,D) What is the relationship 
between our experiences and the kinds of 
answers we provide for a question? (C) 
 
-Why is it important to ask questions about 
our experiences? (F, C) What is the 
relationship between our experiences and 
understanding of people, places and objects? 
(C, D) 
 
- What is a relationship? (F) Do different 
people experience relationships to people, 
places and things differently? (C)  
 
-What is a perspective? (F) Why is it 
important to understand different 
perspectives? (C, D)  Why is it important to 
listen and seek to understand other 
perspectives? (C, D) What is it about 
understanding other viewpoints that you 
notice? (D)  
 
-What is an Etymology? (F) Why is the origins 



of a word important in helping us understand 
somethings history? (C) 
 
-What is a cultural norm?  (F)  What is the 
relationship between cultural norms and our 
understanding of people, places and things? 
(C) 
 
-What is a rule? (F) What is the relationship 
between human actions and rules? ( C) What 
is the relationship between rules and our 
own living history? (C) In what ways do rules 
shape our individual and collective 
understandings of the world? (C, D)  
 
-What is freedom? (F)  Why should people 
have freedom? (C, D) What is your individual 
relationship with freedom? (C, D) Do all 
people in Canada experience freedom? (F,C, 
D) How might different people in Canada 
experience freedom? (C, D)  
 
-What is representation? (F) How do you 
understand representation? (C)  
 
-What is a figure? (F) How do figures impact 
our understanding of school? (C, D) How do 
figures impact our understanding of Canada? 
(C, D)  
 
-What is a right? (F) Why is it important to 
have rights? (F, C) Should there be limitations 
to the rights given to citizens? (C,D) What is 
the difference between individual and 
collective rights? (F)  
 
-What is equity? (F) What is a need? (F) 
What is the relationship between equity and 
fairness? (C) What is the relationship 
between equity and needs? (C) How do you 
experience equity in your own life? (C)  
 
-What is democracy? (F, C), How do living 
histories relate to democracy? (C, D), Why do 



I need to know history to make informed 
decisions? (D)  
 

 

Critical Content (GLO’s and Skills) by Strand 

Strand 1: Social Studies  
Knowledge and Understandings:  
 
 6.1.2 demonstrating an understanding of the 
fundamental principles of democracy by 
exploring and reflecting upon the following 
questions and issues:  
-What is democracy (i.e freedoms, 
representation, equity, justice)?  
-What are the rights and responsibilities of 
citizens living in a representative democracy? 
-Why is the Canadian Charter of Rights and 
Freedoms entrenched in the Canadian 
Constitution?  
 
6.1.3 analyze how the democratic ideals of 
equity and fairness have influenced 
legislation in Canada over time by exploring 
and reflecting upon the following questions 
and issues:  
-How does the Canadian Charter of Rights 
and Freedoms protect the individual rights 
and freedoms of all Canadians?  
 
 
Values and Attitudes:  
 
6.1.1 recognize how individuals and 
governments interact and bring about change 
within their local and national communities: 
-recognize and respect the democratic rights 
of all citizens in Canada.  
-value the role of the Canadian Charter of 
Rights and Freedoms in protecting individual 
and collective rights and freedoms.  
 

Dimensions of Thinking:  
 
6.S.1 develop skills of critical and creative 
thinking.  
-critically evaluate ideas, information and 
positions  
-re-evaluate personal opinions to broaden 
understanding of a topic or an issue.  
-generate original ideas and strategies in 
individual and group activities.  
 
6.S.2 develop skills of historical thinking:  
-use historical and community resources to 
understand and organize the sequence of 
historical events.  (primary) 
-use examples of events to describe cause 
and effect and change over time (primary) 
-use primary sources to interpret historical 
events and issues. (secondary)  
 
6.S.4 demonstrate skills of decision making 
and problem solving.  
 
6.S.4 demonstrate skills of cooperation, 
conflict resolution and consensus building:  
-work collaboratively with others to achieve a 
common goal  
-demonstrate the skills of compromise to 
reach group consensus  
 
6.S.7 apply the research process:  
-use graphs tables, charts and Venn diagrams 
to interpret information.  
-draw and support conclusion based on 
information gathered to answer a research 
questions 
 
6.S.8 demonstrate skills of oral, written and 



visual literacy 
-express reasons for their ideas and opinions 
in oral or written form.  
-listen to others to understand their 
perspectives  
-respond appropriately to comments and 
questions, using language respectful of 
human diversity.  
 
6.S.9 develop skills of media literacy:  
-examine and assess diverse perspectives 
regarding an issue presented in the media.  
-identify and distinguish points of view 
expressed in electronic sources on a particular 
topic.  
 

Strand 2: ELA  
1.1 Discover and Extend 

 
Express ideas and develop understandings:  
- read, write, represent and talk to explore and 
explain connections between prior knowledge and 
new information in oral, print and other media 
texts 
 
- engage in exploratory communication to share 
personal responses and develop own 
interpretations. 
 
1.2 Clarify and Extend 
Consider the Ideas of others: 
- select from the ideas and observations of others 
to expand personal understanding 
 
Combine ideas:  
- use talk, notes, personal writing and 
representing, together with texts and the ideas of 
others, to clarify and shape understanding. 
 
Extend Understandings:  
- evaluate the usefulness of new ideas, techniques 
and texts in terms of present understanding. 
 
 
3.1 Plan and Focus  

2.1 Use Strategies and Cues  
 
Use Prior Knowledge: 
-combine personal experiences and the 
knowledge and skills gained through previous 
experiences with oral, print and other media texts 
to understand new ideas and information. 
 
Use Comprehension Strategies:  
-use definitions provided in context to identify the 
meanings of unfamiliar word 
 
-monitor understanding by evaluating new ideas 
and information in relation to known ideas and 
information 
 
Use textual cues:  
-use knowledge of visual and textual cues and 
structural features when skimming and scanning 
various print and other media texts to locate 
relevant information effectively and efficiently 
 
2.2 Respond to Text 
Experience various texts: 
- explain own point of view about oral, print and 
other media texts 
 



Determine Information Needed: 
-decide on and select the information needed to 
support a point of view 
 
Organize, Record and Evaluate: 
-organize ideas and information using a variety of 
strategies and techniques, such as comparing and 
contrasting, and classifying and sorting according 
to subtopics and sequence 
 
-use outlines, thought webs and summaries to 
show the relationships among ideas and 
information and to clarify meaning 
 
6.4 Share and Review  
Share ideas and information:  
 
-communicate ideas and information in a variety 
of oral, print and other media texts, such as 
multiparagraph reports, question and answer 
formats and graphs 
 
4.1 Enhance and Improve  
Expand knowledge of language: 
 
-show the relationships among key words 
associated with topics of study, using a variety of 
strategies such as thought webs, outlines and lists 

-make connections between own life and 
characters and ideas in oral, print and other 
media texts 
 
-discuss common topics or themes in a variety of 
oral, print and other media texts 
 
Construct meaning from texts:  
-observe and discuss aspects of human nature 
revealed in oral, print and other media texts, and 
relate them to those encountered in the 
community 
 
-summarize oral, print or other media texts, 
indicating the connections among events, 
characters and settings 
 
-Identify or infer reasons for a character’s actions 
or feelings 
 
-make judgements and inferences related to 
events, characters, setting and main ideas of oral, 
print and other media texts 
 
2.4 Create Original Text  
Generate Ideas: 
-choose life themes encountered in reading, 
listening and viewing activities, and in own 
experiences, for creating oral, print and other 
media texts. 
 
 

Strand 3: Health  
Understanding and Expressing Feelings: 
- R-6.1: recognize that individuals can choose their own emotional reactions to events and thoughts 
-R-6.5: develop and demonstrate strategies to build and enhance relationships in the family; e.g., 
being honest, expressing empathy 
-R-6.8: analyze the influence of groups, cliques and alliances on self and others; e.g., at home, in 
school, in the community 
 
 

 

 



 

Lesson Sequences:  

Lesson:  Conceptual Relationship: Guiding Questions:  Learning 
Experiences:  

Lesson 1 and 2: 
 The Antlered 
Ship  
(Questions)  

Questions can come out of 
our encounters with people, 
places and things if we are 
curious and engaged in the 
world around us.  

What is a question? (F) What 
does curiosity mean? (F) 
Who is Marco the fox? (F) 
What is your understanding 
of the word curiosity? (C) 
What are the different kinds 
of questions? (F, C) 

  
The Antlered 
Ship 

Lesson 3:  
What would 
Marco Do and 
Wonder?  
(Questions)  

Attitudes can affect the 
questions we ask and the 
answers we give.  

What effects does our 
attitude have on the way we 
approach questions? (C) 
What is the relationship 
between curiosity and 
learning? (C) 

What would 
Marco Do?  

Lesson 4:  
Different Kinds 
of Questions 
(The Three 
Little Pigs)  

There are different kinds of 
questions that help us 
organize and make sense of 
our world: in the lines, 
between the lines and 
beyond the lines. 

Are there different kinds of 
questions? (F) Do questions 
have many answers? (F) 
What is the relationship 
between our experiences 
and the kinds of answers we 
provide for a question? (C) 

Three Little 
Pigs 

Lesson 5: 
Duck Rabbit  
(Perspective 
Taking)  
 

Different perspectives and 
points of view help us 
understand the complete 
story /historic event.  

-What is a perspective? (F) 
Why is it important to 
understand different 
perspectives? (C, D) Why is it 
important to listen and seek 
to understand other 
perspectives? (C, D) 

Perspectives 
and Point of 
View 
Pictures and 
Explanations 

Lesson 6 and 7: 
Crayons- 
Exploring Living 
Histories 

Every object has a history 
that is still evolving.  

- What is a relationship? (F) 
Do different people 
experience relationships to 
people, places and things 
differently? (C) 
-What is the relationship 
between age and curiosity? 
(D) 
-What is a living history? (F) 
Does every person have a 
living history? Explain. (F, C)  
-What is an Etymology? (F) 
Why is the origins of a word 

Designing 
your own 
Crayon and 
picture 
timelines.  



important to help us 
understand somethings 
history? (C) 
 
 
 

Lesson 8  and 9 
So… what is 
Social Studies? 
 

Social studies is the study of 
the social realm- people in 
relation to each other and 
to their world.  
 

-What does the word social 
mean? (F) What does the 
word study mean? (F) How 
can we understand Social 
Studies? (C) Why is it 
important to study social 
studies? (D)  
-What is the relationship 
between age and curiosity? 
(D) 
-What is history? (F) Why do 
we need history (C)? 
 

Connections 
Web and 
Social 
Studies 
Pictures.  

Lesson 10 & 11: 
Age and 
experience of 
objects. 
(Setting the 
stage for 
inheritance)  

People of different ages 
understand and experience 
history differently. Our 
understanding of objects 
such as crayons and 
communication technology, 
people and places exists in a 
specific context (place, time 
etc.)  

What is the relationship 
between age and peoples’ 
experiences of objects (such 
as the crayon or social 
media)? (C) Describe how 
overtime the Peekskill 
Chemical Company changed 
peoples living histories/way 
of life? (F, C, D), How would 
Crayola retiring 8 colors to 
create new one’s impact 
children and adults 
differently?  (C) What effect 
does someone dying or a 
business ending have on 
history? (C)  How might people 
react to  the new crayon color 
you created? (D) 
 

Chalk Talks 
and The 
Inheritance 
Game. 

Lesson 12 & 13 
:  
What is 
inheritance, 
Crayons and 
the Charter.  

Human actions from the 
past and present impact the 
histories people inherit. 
Our experiences of the 
world are surrounded by a 
context (people, places, 
rules, etc.) that we inherit. 

-What is an inheritance? (F) 
What does it mean to inherit 
stories? (F, C) In what ways 
do people inherit different 
parts of history? (C, D) What 
is the relationship between 
age and our experience of 

Inheritance 
Game (Part 
II), 4 C’s, 
Charter of 
Rights and 
Freedoms 



Our experiences are forever 
impacted by what we 
inherit such as the Charter 
of Rights and Freedoms, 
Crayons and Technology.  
 

people, places and things? 
(C)  

Notes and 
Workbook. 

Lesson 14 & 15:  
Rules and 
Relationships.  

Our experiences are 
governed by rules. The way 
all relationships are 
constructed and organized 
is through rules. These can 
be written or unwritten but 
often are inherited as 
pieces of living history.  

- What is a relationship? (F) 
Do different people 
experience relationships to 
people, places and things 
differently? (C) What is the 
role of rules in forming 
relationships with others? (C) 
 
-What is a rule? (F) What is 
the relationship between 
human actions and rules? ( 
C) What is the relationship 
between rules and our own 
living history? (C)What is the 
relationship between rules 
and inheritance? (C)  In what 
ways do rules shape our 
individual and collective 
understandings of the world? 
(C, D)  
 

Organizing 
our 
world/the 
rules we 
know. (game 
and 
unpacking 
the 
vocabulary)  

Lesson 16:  
Freedom and 
Responsibilities 

Not all people are free. 
Freedoms are what help 
protect our individual and 
collective rights. Those of us 
who have been granted or 
born into freedom have to 
be responsible with how we 
use our freedom. Freedom 
to some extent can be 
taken away or limited.  

-What is freedom? (F)  Why 
should people have 
freedom? (C, D) What is your 
individual relationship with 
freedom? (C, D) Do all people 
in Canada experience 
freedom? (F, C, D) How 
might different people in 
Canada experience freedom? 
(C, D) What is a 
responsibility? (F) What is 
the relationship between 
freedom and 
responsibilities? (C,D)  

Unpacking 
Freedom. 
(sort and 
predict 
activity) and 
What makes 
you say that? 
(Thinking 
Routine)  

Lesson 17: 
 
Justice, 
Equity/Needs 

 
Equity is giving people what 
they need not what they 
want or the same as others. 

-What is equity? (F) What is a 
need? (F)  What is the 
relationship between equity 
and fairness? (C) What is the 

 



and Fairness 
 

relationship between equity 
and needs? (C) How do you 
experience equity in your 
own life? (C)  
 

Lesson 18:  
 
Figures and 
Representation 
(Card activity) 

Figures are found 
everywhere in the world 
they can be people,  places 
or things. People who 
represent Canadian or their 
country often become 
historic figures.  

 -What is a figure? (F) How 
do figures impact our 
understanding of school? (C, 
D) How do figures impact our 
understanding of Canada? (C, 
D) What is representation? 
(F) How do you understand 
representation? (C) 
 

Card Activity  
and 
Representati
on Game. 
Deciding on a 
figure.  

Lesson 19:  
Democracy a 
Living History 
(The Four 
Pillars Put 
Together) 

We have inherited 
democracy which rests on 
four pillars: justice, equity, 
freedom and 
representation. Democracy 
is a living history that is 
always evolving.  
 

-What is democracy? (F, C), 
How do living histories relate 
to democracy? (C, D), Why 
do I need to know history to 
make informed decisions? 
(D)  

Pillars of 
Democracy 
Symbols 
Task. Video 
and 
Comparisons 
Task. 
(Colour, 
Symbol, 
Image)  
 

 

Time will be integrated throughout the unit to provide time for formative and summative 

assessments to be completed. Therefore, the timeline for lessons will be flexible to provide 

enough time to digest concepts and complete tasks.  

Formative Assessments: Summative Assessments/ Performance 
Tasks: 

-Exit Slips 
- Workbooks 
- Reflections  
-Journal Responses  
-Pictures 
-Thinking Routines (Chalk talks etc.) 
- Visual Journals 
-Conversations/ Discussions  
- Observations.  
-Ongoing Paragraph Writing (Rubric and 
descriptive feedback) 

- Charter of Rights and Freedoms Story Book 
(SS)  
 
- Four Pillars Symbol/ Picture Assignment (SS) 
 
-Book Talk (ELA)  
 
-“What is that?” (paragraph/point of view 
story assignment) (ELA)  
 
Note: For Official Rubrics See Common 
Assessment Folder. 



 

Differentiation: 

-Review basic ideas for those who might need it from the pre assessment data.  
-Intentional and purposeful grouping (universal, targeted and individualized) to provide 
appropriate level of challenge and peer support for one another  
-Visuals  (photographs, illustrations, posted instructions) for concepts and tasks.  
-Exploring the root words and breaking down vocabulary  
-Use sentence stems and starters to help students express their thinking.  
-Implement graphic organizers constantly with certain students to help students explore their 
thinking.  
-Physical copy of notes and definitions.  
-Speech to Text Typing options for students. 
- Use a variety of questioning strategies and model thinking for specific groups who require 
extra support.  
-Provide extra examples and opportunities to explore their thinking and understandings in 
alternative formats (verbally, drawing, writing etc)  

 


