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 Introducing Contemporary Canada as a Collection of Narratives 
              by Katie Jardine  

 
Desired Results/ Overview:  

Course Title:   
Canada in the Contemporary World (Grade 9)  

Lesson Objective:  
As a result of this introductory lesson, students 
will begin to conceptualize the important roles 
individual and collective narratives play in 
creating contemporary Canada. Students will be 
introduced to the diversity and pluralism that 
exists within Canada by beginning to grasp that 
citizens stories are connected within Canada.  
This will be achieved through story telling, the 
examination of a current event, group discussion 
and brainstorming. By the end of this lessons 
students will begin to understand the importance 
personal and collective narrative play in creating 
the Canada we live in today.  
 

Pedagogical Theme:  
Canada- a nation built from individual and 
collective narratives. 

Rationale: 
My course rationale is to use narratives to help 
develop a meaningful understanding for students 
regarding the complexities that exist in the 
discovery of identity, citizenship and diversity 
that exist within Canada. In this introductory 
lesson, students will be introduced to several 
different narratives in order to begin to view 
Canada from different perspectives.  This will 
begin to open the door for students to engage in 
contemporary Canada in a potentially new way 
by making connections between the individual 
and the collective.  
 
Note:  
Hopefully, overtime students will be curious 
about the different stories that exist. Over the 
course of the year there will be many stories 
shared that hopefully will speak to students 
through being relatable or recognizable on some 
level.  
 

Inquiry Question(s): 
 
To what extent do individual and collective 
narratives influence the creation of a nation?  

Discussion Questions: 
 
What is a story?  
Who decides what stories are told or of value?  
To what extent do you tell stories? 
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Who’s story is this? 
To what extent is the narrative yours, mine or 
ours? 
 

Accommodations:  
Depending on the direction the discussions goes, 
the activities for the class may take longer. If 
more time is required on certain activities the 
lesson can be continued in the next class. 

Assessment: 
(Focus Areas: Communication, Active Democratic 
Citizenship, Managing Information) 
 
Throughout the discussion I will check in with 
each table group and keep tabs on engagement 
and participation. Are students communicating 
respectfully and voicing their opinions? Are 
students asking thought provoking questions. Are 
students using their critical thinking skills to 
interpret the ideas being introduced to them? 
 
What is the evolution of the discussions? 
 
This could be recorded as jot notes or on a 
checklist.  

 
Introduction/ Learning Plan: 

Time: Activity Plan: Materials: 

(80 mins)  
 
 
(15 mins)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Narrative (Where does it begin?) 
 
Purpose: Based on the assumption that this will be my first day of 
meeting students and introducing them to grade 9 social studies.  
This means many of the students may not know much about me…. 
perhaps they only know my name. With that being said I wanted to 
introduce students to my pedagogical theme for grade 9 social 
studies (Canada a nation built from individual and collective 
narrative) while also introducing them to myself as their teacher. 
Basically I want to hit two birds with one stone- my introduction and 
what we will be taking up in social studies. The story will be a 
stepping stone to engage students in thinking: What is a story? Who 
are the story tellers? What was the last story I shared?  
 
Discussion on: 
- What is a story?  
- What was the last story I shared? 
 
(Discussion starts in small groups/ table groups them moves to large 
group)  
 
 

 
 
 
 
-projector, 
computer, 
internet  
 
 
 
-power point 
presentation 
 
- large sheets 
of paper and 
markers 
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(15-20  mins)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(20 mins) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Introduction to Contemporary Canada: CBC Broadcasting- So what 
is the story?  
 
Purpose: To introduce students to the concept of collective and 
individual narratives with CBC being a medium within Contemporary 
Canada that shares stories.  
 
- play video https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CNFZX-Dx8kI Peter 
Mansbridge on Canada 150  
 
-show a picture of CBC emblem  
 
Discussion:  
- What is CBC?  
- What stories does CBC share?  
- Who decided what stories get to be told and how?  
 
Introducing Canada- A Current Canadian Narrative?  Wait, who’s 
story is this? Is it his, hers, mine or ours? (Current Event) 
 
 
Purpose: The purpose of this exercise is to begin students to think of 
the stories that exist within Canada today through introducing a 
current event. Students will begin to think of who is effected by the 
story in the current event and who’s story it is. Students will then 
locate on a map the place in which this current event occurred as a 
way to start the routine of connecting stories to geographical places.   
 
The lead in: 
Ask students if any of them watched of heard about Justin Trudeaus 
Canada 150 speech on parliament hill.  
 
Then show them/read them the article of Justin Trudeaus Canada 
150 speech on Parliament hill and possibly show them a clip of it.  
 
http://www.cbc.ca/news/justin-trudeau-s-2017-canada-day-speech-
1.4187660 
 
https://globalnews.ca/news/3570266/justin-trudeau-canada-day-
150-alberta/ 
 
Mark on the class wall map where this event took place. Then enter 
a discussion in table groups regarding who’s story this is?  To what 
extent is this story yours, mine, his or ours?  
Then enter a class discussion. 
 
 
So Your Canadian Aye? Who are we?  (time permitting) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CNFZX-Dx8kI
http://www.cbc.ca/news/justin-trudeau-s-2017-canada-day-speech-1.4187660
http://www.cbc.ca/news/justin-trudeau-s-2017-canada-day-speech-1.4187660
https://globalnews.ca/news/3570266/justin-trudeau-canada-day-150-alberta/
https://globalnews.ca/news/3570266/justin-trudeau-canada-day-150-alberta/
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(5 mins) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(5 mins) 

 
Purpose: To engage students in brainstorming what is it means to be 
a Canadian to pave the way for individual and collective narratives 
intersection points. (a unit 3 and 4 concept)  
 
Students will be asked to pull out a sheet of paper and individual 
write down as many words, phrases and thoughts. (These will either 
be collected or students will be asked to hang onto them until the 
next week because the topic will be revisited)  
 
So who are you? Wait what is your story?  
 
Purpose: To bring students back to the starting point, their individual 
narrative.   
 
Leave students with the quote from Alice and Wonderland by Lewis 
Carroll. 
“You!” said the caterpillar contemptuously, “Who are you?” 
 
Students will be asked for next class to write a short narrative about 
themselves answering the question. Who are you?  
(This will be handed in) 
 

 


